
 CBF Arkansas is off to a fast start this year.
 Megan Pike, our Associate Coordinator, has 
preached in January at Pulaski Heights Baptist 
and Second Baptist churches in Little Rock.
    In December, I had the opportunity to share in 
worship with Rev. Rod Torrence and Christway 
Missionary Baptist Church in Little Rock.  I have 
also had the opportunity to preach at Rolling 
Hills Baptist in Fayetteville, Rena Road Baptist 
in Van Buren, Calvary Baptist in Little Rock, 
and for Dr. Chester Thompson, our Former 
Moderator, at the 111th Anniversary Service of 
Zion Hill Baptist Church in Camden.
 Together for Hope Arkansas just held their 
annual board meeting and have plans for many 
transformational experiences in literacy with 
children and leadership development with youth 
in Helena and Phillips County.
 Our four Pastor Peer Learning Groups facil-
itated by Pastors Chester Thompson, Steve 
Sheely and Preston Clegg are meeting through-
out the year.  Our Chaplains Network enjoyed a 
fellowship evening at the end of last year.
 We are working with churches who are 
looking for ministers and with ministers who 
are looking for churches and ministries.  And, 
Pulaski Heights experienced a Dawnings 
Retreat in February.
 We will be providing scholarships to semi-
nary students from Arkansas through the Logue 
Scholarship Fund, and we will provide a CBFAR 
scholarship to a student at Arkansas Baptist 
College this semester.
 We have trips scheduled in March to Virginia 
and DC to visit Greg and Sue Smith and partic-
ipate in the CBF Advocacy Conference, and to 
Slovakia in May to work with Shane and Dianne 
McNary.
 Thanks to Preston Clegg and Second Baptist 
Church, we just held a CBFAR Friends Dinner & 
Gathering with Suzii Paynter, CBF’s Executive 
Coordinator, and Matt Cook, CBF’s Moderator. 
 Our Annual Gathering, April 22-23, will focus 
on one of Baptists’ greatest contributions to our 
public life in the US—religious liberty.  Brent 
Walker, Holly Holman, Charles Watson and the 
staff of the Baptist Joint Committee on Religious 
Liberty will be with us to lead this conference.  
We will also begin the celebration of CBF 
Arkansas’ 25th anniversary.
 CBF’s General Assembly is June 20-24 in 
Greensboro, NC.   And, TFHAR’s All Church 
Challenge is in Helena in July.
    Thank you for being the presence of Christ 
with us throughout our state and world. 
Forming together,  Ray 

SPRING 2016RAYFLECTIONS
Dr. Ray Higgins

 S AV E  T H E  DAT E
CBFAR is excited to welcome Brent Walker, Holly Hollman and

Charles Watson Jr. of the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty 
as our guest speakers at the CBFAR Annual Gathering 

April 22nd & 23rd
Please make plans to attend this relevant and 
special weekend in the life of CBF of Arkansas

Pulaski Heights Baptist Church Little Rock
2200 Kavanaugh Boulevard Little Rock, AR 72205 

More details about our 2016 Annual Gathering inside this newsletter!
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Brent Walker:
 J. Brent Walker, executive director of the Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty, is both a 
member of the Supreme Court Bar and an ordained minister. He leads the organization as it upholds 
the historic Baptist principle of religious liberty, defending the free exercise of religion and protecting 
against its establishment by government. Published widely, Walker routinely speaks in churches, edu-
cational institutions and denominational gatherings and provides commentary on church-state issues 
in the national media.
	 Walker	was	a	partner	in	the	law	firm	of	Carlton	Fields	in	Tampa,	Fla.,	until	1986	when	he	left	to	enter	
Southern	Seminary	in	Louisville,	Ky.	He	earned	a	Master	of	Divinity	degree	in	1989	and	was	named	

the most outstanding graduate. Walker pastored the Richland Baptist Church in Falmouth, Ky., while in seminary.
 After teaching 10 years as an adjunct professor of law at Georgetown University Law Center, Walker has, since 2003, served as 
an  adjunct professor at the Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond.
 Walker earned B.A. and M.A. degrees from the University of Florida and holds a J.D. degree from Stetson University College of 
Law. Walker received an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from the John Leland Center for Theological Studies in 2013.

Holly Hollman:
 Holly Hollman is the general counsel and associate executive director of the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee for Religious Liberty, providing legal analysis of church-state issues that arise before Con-
gress, the courts and administrative agencies. Her work includes preparing friend-of-the-court briefs, 
issue	briefings	for	congressional	staff	and	presentations	for	research	institutions	and	religious	groups.	
She consults regularly with churches, individuals and organizations about religious liberty issues and 
writes a column for the BJC’s monthly publication, Report from the Capital. Hollman often discusses 
matters relating to church-state relations with members of the media and has appeared in numerous 
publications and broadcasts.

 Additionally, Hollman serves as an adjunct professor of law at the Georgetown University Law Center, where she co-teaches the 
Church-State Law Seminar.
 Prior to her work at the Baptist Joint Committee, Hollman was an attorney in private practice specializing in employment law and 
litigation.	She	practiced	in	firms	in	Nashville,	Tennessee,	and	in	the	District	of	Columbia.	She	is	a	member	of	the	District	of	Columbia,	
U.S. Supreme Court and state of Tennessee bars. 
 Hollman earned a B.A. in politics from Wake Forest University and a J.D. from the University of Tennessee College of Law, where 
she was a member of the Tennessee Law Review and the National Moot Court Team.

Charles Watson Jr.:
 Charles Watson Jr. is the Education and Outreach Specialist of the Baptist Joint Committee for Re-
ligious Liberty. His work is focused on expanding the base of support for religious liberty and engaging 
the next generation of advocates, and he coordinates such efforts as the BJC Fellows Program, BJC 
internships and the Religious Liberty Essay Scholarship Contest. Watson often leads educational ses-
sions for groups visiting the BJC’s Center for Religious Liberty on Capitol Hill, explaining the biblical, 
historical and constitutional foundation for religious liberty.  
 A graduate of The Citadel, Watson earned a Master of Divinity degree at Mercer University’s McA-
fee School of Theology. He previously served as the Children’s Director of Buckhead Baptist Church in 
Atlanta and as a hospice chaplain resident, endorsed by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. Watson 

is a decorated veteran of the United States Air Force.
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A Word from Preston
    You never know whom you’ll bump into when you’re walking downtown. Recently, I was walk-
ing down the street and up ahead, I noticed a man standing on a street corner yelling, “Repent, 
for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”  As I approached, I noticed how dirty the man was and how 
unkempt his hair was. I noticed his belt was made of some sort of wild hair, and his breath reeked 
of locusts and honey.
    He looked at me and yelled, “You look like a Baptist,” which didn’t feel like a compliment.  He 
continued, “I’m a Baptist and I’m looking for some other Baptists.”
    I replied, “For what kind of Baptists are you looking?” 
    “I’m looking for some Baptists who believe the Kingdom of God is at hand. Who believe that 
we’re not waiting to go to heaven to be in the presence of God, but who live in the presence of 
God here and now and who work to help bring heaven to earth.  I’m looking for some Baptists who 

are	willing	to	repent	and	do	the	hard	work	in	their	own	souls.		Do	you	know	where	I	can	find	some	Baptists	like	that?”
    I said, “Hmmmm…”
    “Perhaps you know some Baptists who believe that love and justice hold hands.  Perhaps you know some Baptists who don’t 
believe God is walking in the halls of power but is stirring up his own people in the wilderness.  Perhaps you know of some Baptists 
who are in tune with what God is doing in the world TODAY, without depending upon empty religious rituals.  No one should say, 
‘We’re Abraham’s children, because God could raise up Abraham’s children from these stones.’  Do you know any Baptists like 
that?”
    “Well….”
				“Could	you	find	some	Baptists	who	believe	that	our	faith	includes	the	totality	of	our	lives,	from	how	we	engage	our	neighbor,	to	
how we care for the earth, to how we treat anyone who is “other,” to how we spend our money.  Maybe you know of some Baptists 
who talk to other Christian traditions and other religions in respect rather than talk about them in disrespect.  I’m looking for some 
Baptist churches whose doors are as open as the Kingdom of God, and who allow all people to exercise their God-given gifts and 
talents. I’m looking for these Baptists.”
    While he was talking, I began thinking over this last year of serving as moderator of CBF Arkansas. I thought of all the faithful 
churches- YOUR churches.  I thought of all the work going on inside and outside of the sanctuaries.  I gave thanks for all of you, 
for who you are and for the work you do.  Serving as your moderator has been pure joy, and I’m proud of us!  I’m thankful that you 
have a place for this man.  I invited him to show up at any of our churches or our gatherings.  Keep your eyes open for him.  His 
name is John.

Profoundly grateful,
Preston Clegg, CBFAR Moderator

Martha Stearns Marshall Celebration of Preaching
by Megan J. Pike, CBFAR Associate Coordinator

 During the months of January and February, Cooperative Baptist churches in Arkansas are 
celebrating and acknowledging their support of women in ministry. I am grateful to say that 
in partnership with Baptist Women in Ministry, Pulaski Heights Baptist Church, Little Rock; 
Second Baptist Church, Downtown Little Rock; Lakeshore Drive Baptist Church, Little Rock; 
Rena Road Baptist Church, Van Buren; and New Millennium Church, Little Rock are partici-
pating in the Martha Stearns Marshall celebration of preaching by welcoming women into their 
pulpits. 
 So, who was Martha Stearns Marshall? Martha, an eighteenth century Separate Baptist, 
was a preacher. While others disagreed with Martha’s ministry, Martha’s family and friends 
affirmed	her	spiritual	gifts	of	public	preaching,	praying,	and	exhorting.	Today,	Martha’s	legacy	
serves as a sign of hope to many women, young and old, that have a desire to serve God 
faithfully through ministry. Martha and her husband, Daniel, served in ministry together and 
because of their commitment to the community and proximity to the divine they were moved to 
do something different, to speak up on the behalf of women called by God to serve publically 
in ministry.
 This month I invite you to celebrate women in ministry with us. Women called by God, who 
are devoted to glorifying God through their calling in public ministry service.
For more information about Arkansas Baptist Women in Ministry, 
please visit www.cbfar.org/arbwim.

Kim Munns Johnson, Worship 
Leader and Director of Programs at 
FaithSpring Church in Little Rock, 
was the Martha Stearns Marshall 
preacher at Pulaski Heights Baptist 
Church on February 3rd.



cbfar.org  -  CBFAR News  5



U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

 LITTLE ROCK, AR
PERMIT #171

NONPROFIT ORG.

To CBF ARKANSAS
In memory of Frances Fancher by Dr. Alan & Janet Nye
In memory of Bob Lathrop by Dr. Alan & Janet Nye
In	memory	of	Joyce	Heflin	by	Dr.	Boo	&	Mary	Heflin
In	memory	of	Dr.	James	Eaves	by	Dr.	Boo	&	Mary	Heflin
In memory of Thelma Shank by Dr. Ray & Judy Higgins
In memory of Bill Allison by Dr. Ray & Judy Higgins
In memory of Freeman Staley by Dr. Ray & Judy Higgins
To TFHAR
In memory of Frances Fancher by Dr. Alan & Janet Nye
In memory of Bob Lathrop by Dr. Alan & Janet Nye
In honor of Dr. Emil & Marianne Williams by Dr. Jess White
In honor of the staff of Second Baptist Church Little Rock 
(Herb Moore, Andrea Lloyd, Linda Lee Moore, Charlie Fuller, Chris 
Ellis, Logan Carpenter, Suzanne Cain, James Thomason, Deanna 
Atkinson) by Dr. Preston Clegg

Special Gifts

Cooperative Baptist
FELLOWSHIP of Arkansas

1504 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
LR, AR 72202

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Keep in touch with CBF of ARKANSAS through our website: 
www.cbfar.org.  Please send your email additions to

mpike@cbfar.org if you would like to be
included in our email communications.

STAFF
Dr. Ray Higgins, Coordinator
Megan Pike, Associate Coordinator
Dot Hinson, Bookkeeper
Roy Peterson, Volunteer Disaster Response Field Coordinator

TFHAR STAFF
Mollie Palmer, Director
Stacy Henderson, Assistant Director
Dot Hinson, Bookkeeper 

CBFAR Finance Report
As of Dec 31, 2015
Income         $104,650.25
Expenses					 $99,418.70
Difference $5,231.55


