
 You can see God guiding and provid-
ing as you watch the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship story move forward.  
 Cecil Sherman was the prophetic leader 
who put “Baptist” in CBF.  Daniel Vestal was 
the pastoral leader who put “Fellowship” 
in CBF.  And, now, Suzii Paynter will 
be the entrepreneurial leader who puts 
“Cooperative” in CBF.
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Dr. Ray Higgins
CBFAR Coordinator

FUNDING HOPE
munity to change; they’re going to take the 
steps to change it.   
 Through participating in the Offering 
for Hope, your church can participate in 
empowering the Delta Jewels; the children 
served through Stories on Wheels across 
Phillips County; Zipporah Mondy in her 
mission to serve and empower teens; nearly 
200 children through Swim Camp; Will 
Tate as he serves his community through 
health and education initiatives; Vivian 
Hoskins as she seeks to mentor girls; and 
countless others; and Mollie Palmer and 
Catherine Bahn as they lead the work of 
Together For Hope Arkansas. To participate 
in the Offering For Hope, you can make 
a tax-deductible donation through CBFAR 
(1504 Dr. MLK Jr. Drive, Little Rock 72202) 
or online at www.cbfar.org. 

 CBF Arkansas’s 12-year journey with 
Together For Hope Arkansas is about 
partnership. Phillips County has benefitted 
from your partnership and generosity – 
you’ve given computers, books, coats, 
money, and countless hours. And nearly 
every person who has partnered with 
Together For Hope Arkansas has left with 
a new friend, a full stomach of Granny 
Dee’s fried chicken, and a full heart after 
seeing God move.
 TFHAR’s current work in literacy through 
Stories on Wheels seeks to empower chil-
dren with skills needed to graduate and 
enter college or work.  Our work in youth 
development is training young leaders to 
envision their individual futures and the 
community’s future. Through mentoring 
relationships, we are seeing youth decide 
that they aren’t going to wait for their com-
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 In 1983, when Judy and I moved to 
Waco so that I could start Baylor’s Ph.D. pro-
gram in religion, we joined the Lake Shore 
Baptist Church, where Suzii was a member.  
Her husband, Roger, was the pastor.  Our 
friendship now spans 30 years.
 Steve Sheely, pastor of Rolling Hills 
Baptist Church in Fayetteville, who will begin 
serving as CBFAR’s moderator after our 
Annual Meeting in April, served as Associate 
Pastor for Discipleship at First Baptist, Austin, 
TX, where Suzii has been a deacon and 
Sunday School teacher, and Roger has 
served as pastor for 16 years.
 We will welcome Suzii to Arkansas in 
July for a tour of the state and attending the 
All Church Challenge in Helena. It will be a 
homecoming for her.  When she was living 
in Jackson, MS where Roger was serving as 
the pastor of Northminster Baptist Church, 
Suzii was an educational consultant.  She is 
a reading/literacy specialist.  At that time, 
almost 20 years ago, she was responsible 
for getting new textbooks in to the Helena 
School district for the first time in a decade.  
She is invested in Helena, and can’t wait 
to see first-hand what the Newells’ 10 year 
ministry created and how Mollie Palmer and 
Catherine Bahn’s leadership in literacy and 
youth development is transforming lives and 
the community.
 If you are able to attend the CBF General 
Assembly June 26-28 in Greensboro, NC 
you will see Suzii and the CBF community 
in action.  Suzii will be preaching on Friday 
evening.  And, fellow Arkansan and found-
ing pastor of CBF partner New Millennium 

2013 Goal--$87,000 
2012 Goal--$85,000

2012 Raised--$91,332

Church, Wendell Griffen, will preach the 
message on Thursday evening.  
 If you would like to experience a 
community of Baptists Christians who are 
loving, welcoming, positive, progressive, 
happy, creative, passionate, and real 
world oriented;  if you are interested in 
seeing how a faith-based organization can 

be healthy, entrepreneurial and effective; 
and if you are curious about what it looks 
like for CBF to be the presence of Christ 
in the world, then a summer vacation to 
Greensboro should be an enjoyable spiritual 
experience for you. 

Spring blessings,  Ray Higgins

A NEW LEADER, A NEW DESIGN



CBF AR Touches
Sandy Hook

 
By Charles Ray

 While seeking ways to assist throughout our state, CBF AR 
is always willing to live out the “who is my neighbor” scripture 
regardless of wherever they are.
  Soon after the Newtown disaster was made known we were 
asking how we could offer support.  We determined that we had a 
CBF church in the area in Wilton, CT.  The pastor is Jason Coker.  
Ray contacted Jason and asked if he would like a copy of a new 
book dealing with stress and how churches could deal with it in 
the community.
  The book, Leading Congregations Through Crisis, by Greg 
Hunt had just been acclaimed one of the top 10 parish ministry 
books.  Greg is a close friend of Ray and Charles from when he 
was Pastor of First Baptist, Shreveport.  Ray sent Jason a copy.
 

 In a few days Jason commented that the book was so powerful 
in helping him try to offer counsel to his members that he wished 
he could give a copy to all 20 plus ministers in the area.  Charles 
determined that a discount was available for that number and 
informed Jason that CBF AR Disaster Response was paying for 20 
copies and having them shipped there.  
  A few days later we were attending a meeting in Joplin with 
staff from Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas CBF offices looking at, 
and discussing, our combined efforts in the Joplin area since the 
tornado.  We mentioned the book gift to Jason and that it would 
be even better if we could send Greg to the area but couldn’t 
afford it alone.  In a few short minutes the others offered financial 
support if Greg would go. Charles stepped out into the hall, called 
Greg and was able to share that this would occur.  
  On April 26th a day long seminar will be held in Wilton 
Baptist Church.  Dr. Hunt will have the morning session and Dr. 
David Lane of Mercer University will share the results of his PTSD 
research that was so helpful for us in our recent work in Haiti.  
Greg’s expenses, along with meals for the attendees are being 
paid by AR, MO, TX, OK and SC CBF offices.  Charles will rep-
resent CBFResponds in the meetings and participate in Sunday 
services on the 28th. 
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DISASTER RESPONSE

Wilton Baptist Church, 
Wilton, CT

Sandy Hook students

Back to the Beginning
 

By Charles Ray

 A few days after Katrina struck the Gulf, Ray and Charles de-
livered a load of supplies to the University Baptist Church in Hatties-
burg, MS.  That trip led to CBF AR starting its own Disaster Response 
work that has taken teams to several states and Haiti assisting those 
with the greatest needs and least resources.  It also led to Charles 
serving six years as CBF National’s first US Disaster Response Coor-
dinator.  Then, last month, Hattiesburg again suffered major dam-
age as the result of a tornado.  Although University Baptist was 
spared, the neighborhood was not.  The following is my experience 
that next Sunday morning while again working in the shadows of 
the church.
 Sunday morning on Peach Street in Hattiesburg.  Three hours 
before services a few blocks over.  Time to start the Bobcats and 
bulldozer.  Do a 360 turn and see nothing larger than a few walls 
that used to be homes.  Cars crushed, trees snapped at about 30 
feet.  Unfinished obelisks from another time.  So much destruction.
  As our team began working on the south side of the street I 
notice a lady walking toward us.  She stops and stares at one of 
the piles that could have been a home a few hours before.  She’s all 
alone.  I ask her if that was her home?  Yes, it was.  Where were you 
when it hit?  On the floor in the hall.  Hard to believe, she doesn’t 
seem to have a scratch.
 Hi, I’m Charles.  I’m Pam.  Pam will tell me that she is 70, a 
widow for 6 years and got out, some how, with one of her dogs and 
nothing else.  Now has a place to stay and a rental car but hoped to 
find her wallet and a few other personal items.  But I can’t even get 
in because of the trees blocking the front.
 I ask our team to stop the work on the south side and come help 
Pam get into the four walls still left standing.  In a few minutes the 
heavy equipment with CBF signs on them make light work of the 
100 year old trees.  One of our team members, Hannah, an EMT 
from Florida, tells Pam it’s still not safe to go in and she will do so for 
her.  Hannah crawls through a fallen section of roof and disappears.  
Soon she crawls back with something in her hands. Here’s the first 
thing I could reach and thought you might want to hold it while I go 
back for your purse. It was the old family Bible.  Water soaked and 
dirty.  Pam is trying not to cry in front of these strangers.  It doesn’t 
work.  We hug and someone takes a picture.
 As more valuables come out I share with Pam about the fact that 
grieving will come later and for her to understand that it’s natural 
and she can get past it if she knows why she feels bad.  I point her 
to that wet Book and mention my pastor friend just down the road.
  Pam beams, and tells me she didn’t even want to get up this 
morning but now feels new life.  She says she’s ready to rebuild.  You 
folks have changed my life.
  I say to myself, that’s what we are there for.
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CBFAR 2013 ANNUAL SPRING MEETING

Saturday, April 20, 10 a.m. to Noon

Calvary Baptist Church’s Family Life Center
5700 Cantrell Road, Little Rock

Join us for Worship and Communion, 
our Annual Business Session, and a Free Lunch

Please RSVP to rhiggins@cbfar.org or call 501.223.8586 if you plan to attend 
(so that we will have a count for lunch)

Born in Conway
Grew up in Houston
University of Mary Hardin 
Baylor Graduate
McAfee School of Theology, 
M.Div. Graduate
CBFAR’s Networking Specialist for 
Northeast AR
Executive Director, 
Emil & Marianne Williams 
Community Services Center,
Jonesboro

Jim & Becky Smith, Atlanta
CBF Global Missions Leaders

Ryan & Cindy Clark, Philippines
  

Dr. Ed Simpson 
CBC Pastor

Rev. Jonathan Kelley, CBC Associate 
Pastor, Leading Communion

Shane & Dianne McNary, Slovakia Greg & Sue Smith, Virginia

Diana & Jordan Lane
Diana will bring the message

CBF MISSIONARIES SHARING UPDATES



www.thefellowship.info/General-Assembly
www.togetherforhopear.com (Together for Hope Arkansas)

CBF General Assembly
June 26-28, Greensboro, NC

Together for Hope Arkansas
All Church Challenge

Week 1—July 6-11  /  Week 2—July 13-18

In memory of Art Goodwin by Mary Ferguson
In memory of Johnny Heflin by Larry & Janice Cheatham
In memory of Johnny Heflin by Jay & Andrea Heflin
In memory of Harold Gately by Dr. Andrew M. Hall
In memory of T.M. Nixon by Sue Cato Gennings
In memory of Dr. Robert M. Ferguson by Dr. L. K. Solomon
In memory of T.M. Nixon, Terry Reed, Martha Graham, Haskell 
Fuller, Linda May, and Roxie Peterson by Ray & Judy Higgins
In memory of Art Goodwin by Marianne Rollins
In memory of Martha Graham by Dr. Boo & Mary Heflin
In memory of Haskell Fuller by Troy & Paula Green
In memory of Roxie Peterson by Jim & Gayle Maloch
In memory of Roxie Peterson by Mike & Marsha Long
In memory of Roxie Peterson by Dr. Charlie & Cindy Fuller
In memory of Roxie Peterson by Richard Lucy
In memory of LaVerna Miller by Ida Lou Bradford
In honor of Jamie Jones by Dr. Linda R. Selman
In honor of Marc & Billie Heflin by Michael & Marsha Long
In honor of Betsy Young by Rev. Steve Sullivan
In honor of Mollie Palmer & Catherine Bahn by Dr. Alan & Janet Nye
In honor of Sharon Heflin by Jay & Andrea Heflin
In honor of Grace Heflin by Sharon Heflin
To Together for Hope Arkansas in honor of Bobby & Kate Hall by 
Ameshia Turlington

Special Gifts to CBF OF Arkansas

Cooperative Baptist
FELLOWSHIP

of Arkansas
1504 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive

Little Rock, AR 72202
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Keep in touch with CBF of ARKANSAS through our website: 
www.cbfar.org.  Please send your email additions to

rhiggins@cbfar.org if you would like to be
included in our email communications.
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Dr. Ray Higgins, Coordinator

Charles Ray, CBFResponds Coordinator and 
CBFAR Special Projects Coordinator

Catherine Bahn, Codirector
Mollie Palmer, Codirector, Together for Hope Arkansas
Diana Gunlock Lane, Networking Specialist, Jonesboro

Chrystal Ball, Administrative Specialist
Nathan Smith, Communications Specialist
Tahnya Palanca, Newsletter Production

Judy Higgins, Bookkeeper

CBFAR Officers
Marc Heflin, Little Rock-Moderator

Rev. Steve Sheely, Fayetteville-Moderator-Elect
Rev. Carolyn Staley, Little Rock-Past Moderator

Cindy Fuller, Little Rock-Recorder
Rev. Steve Sheely, Fayetteville-AR member of the

CBF National Coordinating Council

CBFAR FINANCE UPDATE
7/1/12 through 2/28/13 

  Budget 
  Income    
  Expenses    

$203,110.00
$113,086.17
$124,422.49

CBF of Arkansas is selling this house at 
1019 Miller St. in Helena, AR.  List price: $115,000

It’s 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, 3,326 sq ft, 0.33 acre lot  
Listed with Erin Gray at First Delta Realty, West Helena, AR 

(870.816.5972;  erin@firstdeltareality.com)
or contact Ray Higgins (rhiggins@cbfar.org;  501.681.2044)

Help us sell our house


